
PREPARING ARTIST’S BIOGRAPHIES AND STATEMENTS 

In the contemporary art world, artists are routinely required to submit a short bio and an artist 
statement, for instance for applications for residencies or grants, for exhibition catalogues, for 
educational and job applications, for submissions to commercial galleries, and for submissions to 
exhibitions at museums.  

Such documents should be written with great care, as they may be quoted in press packages and 
social media promotion, catalogue essays, media reports, and reviews. What you write may pursue 
you for a long time. Make sure that they are thoroughly proofed and edited, if needed. Well-written 
bios and statements can make a significant difference in an artist’s career, and also provide artists 
with an opportunity to have a voice in how their work is represented and interpreted. 

The guidelines for the format and content presented in this handout are consistent with 
international standards.  

Artist’s Biographies 

An artist’s bio is conventionally written in the third person and represents a one-paragraph 
summary of the sort of information you would include in a resume or CV. Keep the language simple 
and factual and free of grand claims. It is generally redundant to write that your talents were evident 
from a young age. It is good practice for artists to have a basic bio available at all times, which can 
easily be updated and adapted to any specific requirements whenever such a document is 
requested. Artist’s bios are normally very short and typically range from 100-150 words.  

An artist’s bio should contain the following elements: 

 The name under which are practicing as an artist  
o Be consistent (e.g. “Chris Doe” or “Christopher Doe”, not both used interchangeably;  

carefully consider whether you use a married name, if applicable) 
o Avoid using middle names or initials 

 The medium/media you work in 
 A line about the key themes and concerns of your practice (you can be more specific in your 

artist’s statement) 
 A brief statement on your exhibition history  

o List major and/or recent exhibitions only 
o Select strategically (e.g. if you are applying for an international exhibition, focus on 

your international exhibition experience, if any) 
o List the correct and complete exhibition title, the correct and full name of the 

museum/gallery, the place, and the year of exhibition 
 Your art-related education  

o Tertiary level only 
o List degree obtained and specialisation, along with the institution (correct and full 

name) and the year of completion (e.g. BFA in Painting, Rhode Island School of Art 
and Design, 2017) 

o Do not list short-term courses or workshops unless these were a major turning point 
in your practice 

o If no art education, simply state “self-taught as an artist” 
 Other information that may be relevant to your practice or career as an artist, such as: 

o Membership of arts collectives 
o Residencies and grants 
o Major awards 
o Other relevant information about your background, career or education 



 Where you live and work  

Artist Statement  

An artist statement is normally written in the first person and provides information about a 
particular work, or body of work by the artist in question. Artist’s statements may vary in length, 
typically from 100 to 500 words.  

An artist’s statement is usually written for a specific application, submission and/or exhibition and it 
should be written with that particular purpose in mind. Always read submission/application 
guidelines carefully, and follow any instructions with regards to content, format and length.  

Before you start, ask yourself the following questions: 

 Who is your audience? What level are you writing for?  
 What will your statement be used for? 

Remember that your statement may be used for more than one purpose and audience: for instance, 
to provide the jurors of an exhibition, who are usually professional specialists, with the context they 
need to assess your submission but also, if you are selected, in the exhibition text panels and other 
exhibition publications that serve to orient general, non-specialist audiences to your work. 

There are no hard-and-fast rules for artist’s statements but here are some tips: 

 The purpose of the artist statement is to write in a focused manner about your practice and 
the specific work or works presented. Be to the point and avoid generalities.  

 Here are some things you could write about: 
o Briefly describe your work and explain how its methods (techniques, style, formal 

decisions) support the content of your work  
o What are you trying to say in the work? What influenced its creation? What are its 

key influences? 
o How does it reflect your artistic vision and your philosophy about art making? How 

does it relate to your previous work? 
o How does your work relate to the artistic debates of the moment, especially in your 

context? How do you situate it art-historically? 
o How is it relevant to the exhibition or programme to which are you are submitting? 
o What do you expect from your audience(s) and how they will react to the work? 

 Remember that your statement is supposed to be about your art, not about you. Do not 
include biographical information in your artist’s statement unless this is directly relevant to 
the work or body of work presented (e.g. if it speaks to the circumstances under which you 
grew up or an event that took place in your community). 

 Be clear, concise, and avoid jargon: use plain English and write for a general readership.  
 Keep the language lively and interesting but avoid using superlatives and making grand 

claims. Leave the assessments to others.  


